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GROWING EXCELLENT READING PLAYBOOK 

Before Reading… 

1. Teach Key Words Explicitly and Often 

You can teach key words in a number of ways. Break down the 
word in to smaller parts using Etymonline, use examples and non 
examples, ask students to use in own sentence and assess 
understanding using mini white boards. Students could also act 
or repeat a word. Always make sure key vocabulary is revisited 
and fully understood and don’t introduce more than 3 key words 
per lesson. 

2. Use Word Clouds 

Word Clouds are a great way to break down more challenging texts before reading. A word cloud 
filters an entire text to find the most common words and presents them in a visually appealing 
and accessible cloud. Once you’ve created a cloud by copying and pasting all or some of a text 

into a cloud generator, 
ask students to make 
links across the words, 
to identify difficult 
words or to try and 
identify where or when 
the text takes place. 

3. Use Anticipation Guides 

Use an anticipation guide before reading a text to identify key ideas and to 
make students reading of a text more meaningful. An anticipation guide is 
a list of statements or questions about a text or the topic a text covers that 
students indicate whether they agree/disagree with before they read then 
revisit during or after reading.  

4. Use Knowledge Organisers 
Use knowledge organisers to recap and assess prior knowledge and to add to 
knowledge during or after reading a text. A knowledge organiser could be  a 
table or mind map that gets used over a series of lessons.  

 
 

5. Use Never Heard the Word Before Grids 

Never Heard Before Grids help to identify key words and to 
assess prior understanding. Students use them to self assess 
before, during and after reading their knowledge of vocabulary. 
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During Reading… 

1. Teacher Models Reading 

When a student first encounters a text, the teacher should model reading of it. 
Read aloud to students, using appropriate pauses, pace and power. Where 
appropriate, the teacher can also model thought processes when reading –or ‘thinking aloud’. 
For example, highlighting a text in front of a class and explaining why you are highlighting certain 
words or phrases or narrating your thought process. 

2. Students Echo Reading 

When a teacher comes to a key word or phrase, the teacher will stop and students 
will echo key words or passages back to teacher. This can be done chorally (the 
whole class) or in groups. Where appropriate, the teacher may give students time 
to practice echoigng key words or phrases in small groups before repeating as 
whole class. Teacher feeds back on students’ repetition of  words. 

3. Students Mark Texts 

After a teacher has modelled reading of a text, students will be marking (or 
annotating) their text. This can be done in a number of ways. If the aim of reading is 
fluency (like in form time fluency programme or MFL or perhaps drama) students 
can mark text for teachers modelling – writing / for pauses, … for slowing of pace 
and underlining when a teacher uses emphasis. If the aim of a text is comprehension or another 
skill, students can text mark in the different ways depending on subject (see below). At KS4, 
students will text mark the exam question and any other information provided and text marking 
at KS3 should aim to build towards this (as well as strengthening reading skills). 

Text Marking Tips Text Marking Strategies 

1.Give a clear annotation task 
 

1.Ask questions about a text 

2.Provide multiple, repeated short reading 
loops - each attending to one focus. 
 

2.Find particular features/groups of words 

3. Embed opportunities for oral reading 
 

3.Illustrate key points/ideas 

4.First annotations to establish meaning - 
pupils must grasp events of the text before 
analysing them 

4.Summarise key points in margin 

5.Give clear instructions about hat students 
should do during each stage of text 
marking.Use a visualisor if possible. 

5. Find unfamiliar words/concepts 

 

 


