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BUILDING EXCELLENT WRITING AND TALKING 
PLAYBOOK 

 

Building Excellent Writing and Talk 

The Brittons Approach to Writing and Talk encourages students to 
develop their competency and confidence through PLEASED.  

1. Planning Ideas 
2. Linking own Ideas with Connectives and to Other People’s 

Ideas. 
3. Expanding Ideas with Conjunctions and Appositives 
4. Articulating Ideas Using Varied Vocabulary 
5. Summarising Ideas using Thesis Statements and Topic 

Sentences 
6. Editing Ideas  
7. Developing accurate SPAG  

Are you PLEASED with your work? 

The strategies support inter disciplinary approaches to writing, 
particularly use and deconstruction of model answers and 
sentence starters, and talk in each subject. 

 

Activities and Prompts to develop PLEASED 

Before Writing and Talk 

Teacher use activities as Do Nows, in form time writing 
programme and as preparation for writing.  

Planning: Use mind maps to plan ideas. Use checklist/acronyms 
for exam questions (eg DZFE in English). Use model plans.  

Linking: Mind Mapping response to statement then giving linking 
words. Continuing sentences with linking words.  
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Expanding: Write a statement then ask students to expand with 
because, but and so. 

Articulate: Use a word line to order words in terms of strength. 
Use Frayer model to teach key words. Give three different options 
for word gap fill. 

Summarise: Giving evidence and writing thesis statement (and 
the reverse). 

Editing: Editing modelled work – from sentences to long answers. 
Checklist for editing. 

Developing SPAG: Regular Spelling Tests. Slow Writing Task (eg in 
the first sentence you must use a semi-colon, the second 
sentence must only be three words). 

 

During Writing and Talk (building on Say it Again Better) 

Teacher uses verbal prompts to improve student responses; 

Linking Ideas: How can you link that to your previous idea? Can 
anyone reinforce what ___ is saying? They say____/I say_____ 

Expand: Can you expand that idea using because/but/so? 

Articulate: Can you articulate that differently? Use a different 
word? What’s the difference between ____ and _____? Get extra 
info around class – asking .and?..and?...but? 

Summarise: Can you explain what you think about_____ in one 
sentence? How does that link to your/someone else’s argument? 

 Develop SPAG: Live mark work – suggest changes to 
SPAG/sentence structures.  


