
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY 
 



 

 

  

Portraiture Balance, Contrast & 
Variety 

Texture 

n Portrait 
n Proportion 
n Grid method 
n Observation 
n Directional line 
n Continuous line 
n Cross hatching 
n Cross contour 
n Tone 
n Blending 
n Abstract 
n Semi Abstract 
n Cubist 
n Media 

n Harmonious 
n Radial balance 
n Symmetrical balance 
n Asymmetrical balance  
n Contrast 
n Variety 
n Colour scheme  
n Warm colours 
n Cool colours 
n Complementary colours 
n Analogous colours 
n Split complementary 

colours 
n Tint 

n Graphite  
n Implied texture 
n Replicate 
n Rubbing 
n Directional line 
n Focal point 
n Horizontal 
n Vertical 
n Diagonal 
n Design principles 
n Form  
n Composition 
n Pressure blending 
n Gradation 

 

ART 
ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY 



 

 

  

Developing for the 
web 

Representations – 
from clay to silicone 

Vector graphics 

n HTML 
n Hyperlinks 
n Header 
n Footer 
n Feed 
n Tags 
n Audience 
n Formatting 
n CSS, style 
n Attribute 

n Representations, symbols, 
storage 

n Digits 
n Decimal numbers 
n Binary numbers 
n Number system 
n Bits 
n Bytes 
n Kilobytes, megabytes, 

gigabytes, petabytes 
n Conversion 

n Vector  
n Fill  
n Stroke 
n Rotate 
n Reposition  
n Layer 
n Handle 
n Object 
n Select 
n Group, ungroup 
n Align 

Computer Networks  Mobile app 
development 

Introduction to python 
programming 

n Network 
n Protocol 
n Mainframe, personal 

computer, stand-alone  
n HTTP 
n Network cable, 
n Hub, server, router  
n Internet service provider 

(ISP) 
n Bandwidth,  
n Bit, megabit, gigabit, 

broadband 
n Buffering 

n Online safety  
n Encryption, password 

security, data privacy 
n App development 
n Case studies 
n Ethical considerations 
n Hardware, sensors, 

processors,  
n Connectivity modules, 
n  GPS 
n Accelerometers  
n User experience 

n Python IDLE 
n Variables 
n Constants 
n Algorithm 
n Program 
n Translator, interpreter, 

complier 
n Input, output  
n Assignment 
n Iteration 
n Selection 
n IF statements 
n FOR loops 

 

COMPUTER 

SCIENCE 
ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY 



 

 

 

Romeo and Juliet Performance Strategies  Noughts and Crosses 
n William Shakespeare 
n Elizabethan Theatre 
n The Globe Theatre  
n Prologue  
n Choral Speech  
n Traverse Stage  
n Theatre in the Round Stage  
n Proscenium Arch Stage  
n Thrust Stage  
n Vocal Skills  

n Rehearsal Techniques  
n Hot Seating  
n Thought Tracking  
n Role on the Wall  
n Marking the Moment  
n London Riots  
n Civil Rights Movement 
n Stimulus  
n Characterisation  
n Role Play 

n Script  
n Stage Directions  
n Themes  
n Social Context 
n Historical Context  
n Bigotry  
n Injustice 
n Dystopia  
n Brecht 
n Media Manipulation 

 Greek Theatre  Devising Project  
 n Greek Chorus  

n Amphitheatre  
n Orchestra  
n Theatron  
n Parados  
n Skene 
n Mask 
n Thespian 
n Prologue  
n Narration 

n Devising  
n Stimulus  
n Topic  
n Target Audience 
n Multirole  
n Direct Address 
n Narration  
n Educational Facts 
n Audience Participation 
n Rehearsal 

 

DRAMA 
ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY 



 

 

  

Of Mice and Men War Poetry Controversy Writing 
n The Great Depression 
n The American Dream 
n Microcosm/ Macrocosm 
n Prejudice/Discrimination 
n Oppression 
n Injustice 
n Hierarchy  
n Migrant worker 
n Zoomorphism 
n Anthropomorphism 
n Foreshadowing 

n Denotation 
n Connotation 
n Conflict 
n Perspective 
n Context 
n World War 1 
n The Trenches 
n No Man’s Land 
n Western Front 
n Home Front 
n Propaganda 

n Article 
n Argument 
n Controversial 
n Emotive 
n Persuasive 
n Counter argument 
n Opinion 
n Purpose 
n Genre 
n Mnemonic  
n Anecdote 

 The Woman in Black Gothic Writing 
 n Gothic 

n Victorian 
n Industrial Revolution 
n Supernatural 
n Pathetic Fallacy 
n Characterisation 
n Foreboding 
n Isolation 
n Juxtaposition 
n Disorientation 
n Conspiracy 

n Gothic conventions 
n Isolation 
n Desolation 
n Tension 
n Secretive 
n Narrator 
n Narrative Hook 
n Narrative Arc 
n Imagery 
n Onomatopoeia 
n Personification 

 

ENGLISH 
ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY 



 

 

 

How are populations 
changing? 

How can we manage 
tectonic hazards? 

Why is the Middle East an 
important world region? 

n Birth rate 
n Death rate 
n Natural increase 
n Life expectancy 
n Densley populated 
n Sparsely populated 
n Population pyramid 
n Demography 
n Infanticide 
n Pension 
n Push factor 
n Pull factor 
n Migrant 
n Refugee 
n Asylum seeker 

n Inner core,  
n Outer core,  
n Mantle,  
n Crust 
n Oceanic,  
n Continental,  
n Pangea,  
n Magma 
n Constructive,  
n Destructuve,  
n Conservative,  
n Collision.  
n Composite,  
n Shield,  
n Tilt metre,  
n vulcanologist,  
n seismic waves,  
n Ritcher scale,  
n Mercalli scale. 

n Arabian Peninsula  
n Allies 
n semi-arid  
n Mediterranean  
n desert  
n steppe 
n ethnic group  
n •Arab  
n Turk  
n Persian  
n Kurd   
n cloudseeding  
n hydroponics  
n diversify 
n Shia  
n Islamic extremist  
n Al-Qaeda  
n geopolitics  
n sanctions 

How can we cope with 
changing coastlines? 

How are urban 
environments changing? 

How can we investigate 
biological environments? 

n Abrasion 
n Arch 
n Artificial reef 
n Attrition 
n Backwash 
n Beach 
n Beach nourishment 
n Coastal defences 
n Conflict 
n Erosion 
n Fetch 
n Groynes 
n Headland 
n Hydraulic action 
n Longshore drift 
n Prevailing winds 
n Revetments 
n Rock armour 
n Sea walls 
n Shingle 
n Spit 
n Stack 
n Storm surge 
n Sustainable 
n Swash 
n Tidal range 

n Uprush 
n Wave-cut platform 

n Brownfield site 
n Conurbation 
n Counter-urbanisation 
n De-industrialisation 
n Development 
n Economy 
n Farming 
n Industrialisation 
n Industrial Revolution 
n Industry 
n Infrastructure 
n Megacity 
n Pull factors 
n Push factors 
n Regeneration 
n Rural area 
n Rural-urban migration 
n Settlement 
n Slums 
n Squatter settlement 
n Suburbs 
n Sustainable 
n Urban area 
n Urban sprawl 

n Bamboo,  
n Ecosystems  
n Adaptations  
n Biome,  
n Mediterranean  
n tropical rainforest  
n coral reefs 
n sustainable 
n crops  
n interrelationships 
 
 
 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY 



 

 

  

How did the Elizabethan 
Era and the Age of 
Discovery change 
society? 

Why did Britain choose 
to execute its king in 
1649? 

How significant was the 
Glorious Revolution? 

n Catholic 
n Protestant 
n Reformation 
n Pope  
n Empire 
n Native American 
n Colonies 
n Exploration 
n Vernacular  
n Mass 

n Royalist 
n Parliamentarian 
n Divine Right of Kings 
n Civil War 
n Ship money 
n Puritan 
n Roundhead 
n Ship money 
n Tyranny 
n Cavalier 

n Commonwealth 
n Lord Protector 
n Illegitimate 
n Godly Providence 
n Merry Monarch 
n Restoration 
n Rump Parliament 
n Test Act 
n Bill of Rights 
n Treaty of Dover 

How did the British 
Empire become so 
powerful? 

What can we learn from 
evidence about the 
experience of slavery? 

How did the Industrial 
Revolution change 
Britain? 

n Empire 
n Colonisation 
n Admiral 
n Royal Navy 
n Exports 
n Imports 
n Indigenous 
n Nawab 
n Pilgrim Fathers 
n Scurvy 
 

n Colony 
n Enslave 
n Transatlantic 
n Middle Passage 
n Auction 
n Plantation 
n Resistance 
n Abolition 
n Driver 
n Seasoning 

n Industrial 
n Revolution 
n Factory 
n Production 
n Population 
n Chartist 
n Trade Union 
n Public health 
n Laissez-faire 
n Cholera 

 

 

HISTORY 
ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY 



 

 

  

Proportional Reasoning Representations Algebraic Techniques 

n Proportion 
n Scale factor 
n Similar 
n Enlargement 
n Ratio 
n Simplify 
n Reciprocal 
n Integer 
n Exchange rate 
n Unitary 

n Quadrant 
n Coordinate 
n Origin 
n Gradient 
n Intercept 
n Sample space 
n Outcome 
n Correlation 
n Outlier 
n Line of best fit 

n Expression 
n Equation 
n Inequality 
n Identity 
n Simplify 
n Solve 
n Variable 
n Expand 
n Factorise 
n Index 

Developing Number Developing Geometry Reasoning with Data 

n Rounding 
n Significant figure 
n Metric 
n Conversion 
n Multiplier 
n Profit 
n Interest 
n Base 
n Index/Indices 
n Standard form 

n Parallel 
n Transversal 
n Alternate 
n Corresponding 
n Co-interior 
n Polygon 
n Trapezium 
n Radius 
n Diameter 
n Circumference 

n Hypothesis 
n Qualitative 
n Quantitative 
n Sample 
n Frequency 
n Questionnaire 
n Pictogram 
n Mean 
n Grouped/Ungrouped 
n Range 

 

MATHEMATICS 
ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY 



 

 

  

Guitar Skills   Composition Skills   Samba 
n Fret  
n Strings  
n Chords  
n Chord Diagram 
n Tablature 
n Tuning   
n Plectrum 
n Tonality  
n Posture  
n Strum  
n Alternation 

n Dissonance 
n Chromaticism 
n Mickey-Mousing 
n Drone 
n Cluster Chord  
n Software  
n Leitmotif 
n Pitch  
n Dynamics 
n Timbre  
n Ostinato 

n Percussion 
n Rhythm 
n Syncopated 
n Polyrhythm 
n Call and Response 
n Improvisation  
n Break 
n Unison 
n Ensemble 
n Leader 
n Solo 
 

 

MUSIC 
ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY 



 

 

  

Striking and Fielding Net and Wall Invasion 
n Backstop 
n Serve/Bowl 
n Long barrier 
n Muscular strength 
n Timing 
n Short barrier 

n Backhand 
n Forehand 
n Serve 
n Smash 
n Power 
n Volley 

n Tactics 
n Possession 
n Technique 
n Intercept 
n Marking 
n Defence 

Athletics Movement and 
Replication 

Generic throughout all 
units 

n Acceleration 
n Technique 
n Weight transference 
n Pacing 
n Speed 
n Dynamic 

n Body tension 
n Extension 
n Canon 
n Unison 
n Flexibility 
n Rhythm 

n Observe 
n Analyse 
n Peer/self-assessment 
n Cardio-vascular fitness 
n Spatial awareness 
n Communication 

 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 
ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY 



 

 

  

Health and Wellbeing Living in the Wider 
World 

Relationships and Sex 
Education 

n Balanced diet 
n Exercise 
n Social media 
n Stress 
n Self-harm 
n Lifestyle disease 
n Alcohol  

n Employability 
n Ambitious 
n Realistic 
n Careers 
n Savings 
n Investments 
n Communication 
n Gangs 
n County Lines 

n Tolerance 
n Mutual Respect 
n Equality Act 
n LGBTQAI+ 
n Gender 
n Contraception 
n Forced Marriage 

 

PERSONAL,  
SOCIAL AND HEALTH  
EDUCATION 
ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY 



 

 

  

Why is Social Action important?   What are the Key Features of Islam? 
n Charity 
n Social Issue 
n Social Action  
n Objective 
n Impact 
n Presentation 
n Audience 
n Criteria  
n First Give 
n Donation 

n Muslim 
n Mosque 
n Pillars of Islam 
n Shahadah 
n Salah/Salat 
n Zakah/Zakat 
n Sawm 
n Hajj 
n Ramadan 
n Peace 

What are the Religions of India? What are the Key Features of 
Christianity? 

n Buddhist 
n Hindu 
n Sikh 
n Diversity 
n Brahma 
n Vishnu 
n Shiva 
n Guru Nanak  
n The Buddha 
n Influence 

n Historical Evidence 
n Holy Trinity 
n Omnipotent 
n Omniscient 
n Omnipresent 
n Omnibenevolent 
n Afterlife 
n Easter 
n Crucifixion 
n Resurrection 

 

RELIGION,  
PHILOSOPHY  
AND ETHICS 
ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY 



 

 

  

Feeding and Movement Elements, Compounds 
and Mixtures 

Electricity and 
Magnetism 

n Respiration 
n Aerobic  
n Anaerobic  
n Digestion 
n Enzymes 
n Respiratory system 
n Gas exchange 
n Circulatory system 
n Digestive system 
n Ventilation 
n Nutrients 
n Deficiency 
n Absorption 

 

n Elements 
n Compounds 
n Mixtures 
n Atoms 
n Molecules 
n Chemical change 
n Physical change 
n Decomposition 
n Symbol equation 
n Chemical formulae 
n Physical property 
n Chemical property 

n Electrons 
n Current 
n Voltage  
n Electromagnet 
n Power 
n Resistance 
n Series circuit 
n Parallel circuit 
n Magnetic field 
n Static electricity 
n Electricity 
n Magnetism 

Earth & Atmosphere Ecological Relationships 
and Microbes 

Forces and Space 

n Igneous 
n Metamorphic 
n Sedimentary 
n Chemical weathering 
n Biological weathering 
n Physical weathering 
n Freeze-thaw 
n Porous 
n Compression 
n Abrasion 
n Erosion 
n Deposition 

n Interdependence 
n Food web 
n Ecosystem 
n Photosynthesis 
n Respiration 
n Microorganisms 
n Population 
n Extinct 
n Endangered 
n Habitat 
n Adaptation 
n Food chain 

n Friction 
n Weight 
n Gravity 
n Mass 
n Thrust 
n Upthrust 
n Solar system 
n Orbit 
n Star 
n Satellite 
n Balanced forces 
n Galaxy 

 

SCIENCE 
ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY 



 

 

  

Home and town Food Special occasions 
n la casa - house / home 
n la habitación - bedroom / 

room 
n la cocina - kitchen 
n el jardín - garden 
n la ciudad - city 
n el pueblo - town / village 
n el parque - park 
n las tiendas - shops 
n vivo en – i live in  
n voy a – i am going / i go to 

n pan – bread 
n queso – cheese 
n fruta – fruit 
n verduras – vegetables 
n pollo – chicken 
n pescado – fish 
n arroz – rice 
n agua – water 
n zumo de naranja – orange 

juice 
n desayuno – breakfast 

 

n cumpleaños – birthday 
n boda – wedding 
n navidad – christmas 
n año nuevo – new year 
n fiesta – party 
n regalo – gift 
n celebrar – to celebrate 
n pastel – cake 
n invitación – invitation 
n decoraciones – decorations 

 

Holiday Holiday activities Transport  
n el año pasado – last year 
n fui – i went 
n visité – i visited 
n viajé – i travelled 
n hacía calor – it was hot 
n comí – i ate 
n me quedé – i stayed 
n lo pasé bien – i had a good 

time 
n tomé el sol – i sunbathed 
n nadé – i swam 
 

n nadar – to swim 
n ir de compras – to go 

shopping 
n visitar monumentos – to 

visit monuments 
n comer en restaurantes – to 

eat in restaurants 
n dar un paseo  – to walk 
n sacar fotos – to take photos 
n descansar – to relax 
n jugar en la playa – to play on 

the beach 

n coche – car 
n autobús – bus 
n tren – train 
n avión – plane 
n bicicleta – bicycle 
n taxi – taxi 
n metro – 

subway/underground 
n parada – stop 
n billete – ticket 
n estación – station 
 

 

SPANISH 
ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY 



 

 

  

Resistant Materials Textiles Food 
n Annotation 
n Process 
n Component 
n Adhesive 
n Mitre Joint 
n Rebate 
n Template 
n Jig 
n Hardboard 
n Acrylic 
n Automation 
n Flexible 

Manufacturing 
Systems (FMS) 

n Lean Manufacturing 
n Overproduction 
n Just in Time 

Manufacturing (JIT) 
n Scale of Production 
n Prototype 
n Batch Production 
n Continuous Production 
n Sustainability 
n Reuse 
n Recycle 

n Dynamic Force 
n Static Force 
n Shell Structure 
n Frame Structure 
n Column 
n Gusset Plate 
n Natural Structure 
n Beam 
n Strut 
n Rigid Structure 
n Triangulation 
n Bending Force 
n Shear Force 
n Tension Force 
n Compression Force 
n Torsion Force 
n Lever 
n Pivot/Fulcrum 
n Mechanism 
n Linkage 
n Motion 
n Mechanical Advantage 

n Fabric pens/paints  
n Thermo chromatic 

paint  
n Heat press  
n Block printing  
n Screen printing  
n Transfer printing  
n Zip  
n Net/template  
n Bias binding  
n Mood board  
n Cotton  
n Poly cotton  
n Interfacing  
n Fair trade  
n Organic cotton  
n Prototype  
n Plain weave  
n Mass production  
n Manufacturing  
n Design criteria 

n Food Poisoning  
n Bacteria  
n Cross contamination  
n Temperature danger 

zone  
n Food temperature 

probe  
n Evaluation  
n Nutrients  
n Biological raising 

agent  
n Carbon Dioxide  
n Proving  
n Kneading  
n Glazing   
n Multi-cultural  
n Balanced meal  
n Target group  
n Creaming method  
n Chemical raising agent  
n Roux sauce  
n Food processor  
n Mashing 

 

TECHNOLOGY 
ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY 
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